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Essential TEKS Instruction—READING AND WRITING

Sirius Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice RLA print workbooks are a stand-alone resource 
that also complement the digital Sirius Online eCourses. Sirius workbooks help students 
succeed with scaffolded TEKS skill instruction and authentic STAAR 2.0 practice.

Interactive TEKS Instruction
1 Introducing the Skill

Lesson introductions review key concepts and 
academic terms and prompt students to activate 
prior knowledge and connect the skill’s concepts to 
previous experiences.

2 Check-In 
Check-in activities are short-answer writing 
prompts that activate prior knowledge, help 
students connect to the lesson, and apply the skill 
concepts to their life experiences. Teachers get 
feedback on student readiness and thinking. 

Build Skills (in Writing)
Build Skills activities allow students to 
demonstrate the fundamental TEKS-based 
concepts of the skill.

3 Guided Practice
Students practice answering STAAR-format 
questions. Guided Practice questions come from 
the Diagnostic Test and feature scaffolding and 
support, including analysis activities for answering 
the questions and justifying their answer choice.

4 Independent Practice
Students apply what they learned to answer 
an authentic STAAR test item with minimal 
scaffolding. 

5 Think About Your Thinking
Students explain the strategies and thinking 
they used to answer the Independent Practice 
questions, and identify evidence from the 
selection that supports their answer.

6 Check-Out 
Students respond to a short-answer writing prompt 
that helps them reflect on the skill and synthesize 
their understanding.

55 

Analyzing 
Argumentative Claims, 
Appeals, and Conclusions

In an argumentative text, authors state their position or opinion about a topic. This 
is the claim. A successful argumentative text uses a combination of three types of 
rhetorical appeals to support the claim. The types of appeals are logos, ethos, and 
pathos. Logos relies on logic or reason, ethos relies on ethics, and pathos relies on 
emotion. The conclusion of an argument is also important. The conclusion restates 
the claim, reviews the main points of the text, and includes a call to action. A call to 
action states what the author wants readers to do after reading the text.

CHECK-IN

In 2 to 3 sentences, tell about a time you persuaded a family member to do something. 
What argument did you use to support your claim?

Guided Practice
The following question is from the Argumentative Diagnostic Test selection, 
“Counselors Help Build the Bridge to College.” 

First, read the STAAR question. Then underline the sentence that best explains how 
to answer the question.

Paragraph 5 provides support for the author’s claim that — 

a. This STAAR question asks me to identify the argument’s claim. To do this, I 
need to look at the appeals in the paragraph.

b. This STAAR question asks me to identify the argument’s appeals. To do this, 
I need to look at the claim in the paragraph.

INFO AND ARGUMENT SKILLS ■ Lesson 8 ■ Analyzing Argumentative Claims, Appeals
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Sample Answer: I wanted my parents to allow me to take 
an after-school babysitting job. They did not want me to 
work. I persuaded them by explaining that it would teach 
me time-management skills.

action states what the author wants readers to do after reading the text.
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Read paragraph 5 from “Counselors Help Build the Bridge to College.” Then 
underline the sentence that correctly explains the paragraph.

a. Paragraph 5 is appealing to reason by using facts and statistics. It is mostly 
about the reasons guidance counselors are too busy to help students.

b. Paragraph 5 is appealing to emotion by using personal stories. It is mostly 
about the roles that students must perform without guidance counselors.

Choose the best answer to the question. Use the selection to help you.

1 Paragraph 5 provides support for the author’s claim that —

A not having the support of a high school counselor can lower the wage-earning 
power of high school graduates who do not attend college

B not all high school students have equal access to college preparation from 
school counselors

C the ratio of students to one counselor should be equalized for all high schools 
across the nation

D counselors are assigned too many tasks that prevent them from doing the job 
of counselor correctly

Use reasons and evidence from the selection to support your answer to the 
previous question.

Independent Practice
Read the excerpt adapted from President Obama’s 2009 address to the students of 
America and then answer the question.

We need every single one of you to develop your talents, skills, and intellect so 
you can help solve our most difficult problems. If you don’t do that—if you quit on 
school—you’re not just quitting on yourself, you’re quitting on your country. Now I 
know it’s not always easy to do well in school. I know a lot of you have challenges in 
your lives right now that can make it hard to focus on your schoolwork. . . . Where 
you are right now doesn’t have to determine where you’ll end up. No one’s written 
your destiny for you. Here in America, you write your own destiny. You make your own 
future.

B

Independent Practice
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you are right now doesn’t have to determine where you’ll end up. No one’s written 
your destiny for you. Here in America, you write your own destiny. You make your own 
future.

Sample Answer: B is the best answer because it 
states the author’s claim. The appeals in paragraph 
5 support the position that not all high school 
students have equal access to college preparation at 
school.
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Read the question. Then underline the sentence that best helps you answer the 
question.

In the paragraph, what kind of argument is the speaker making?

a. The paragraph is appealing to reason by using facts and statistics. It 
is mostly about the reasons guidance counselors are too busy to help 
students.

b. The paragraph is appealing to emotion by using personal stories. It is mostly 
about the roles that students must perform without guidance counselors.

Choose the best answer to the question.

2 In the paragraph, what kind of argument is the speaker making?

A An appeal to teachers, students, and parents with facts and reasons

B An appeal to students through their experiences and hopes

C An appeal to students for socially acceptable behavior

D An appeal to parents and teachers to help students

THINK ABOUT YOUR THINKING Explain your reason for your answer choice to 
question 2. Use evidence from the selection to support your answer.

CHECK-OUT

Write a conclusion for President Obama’s address to students. Remember to restate the 
claim, review important points, and include a call to action.

INFO AND ARGUMENT SKILLS ■ Lesson 8 ■ Analyzing Argumentative Claims, Appeals

Sample Answer: It is important to stay in school so that 
you can have a successful future. A high school education 
gives you the skills you need to further your education 
in college or at a trade school. If you want to write your 
own future, stay in school.
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Sample Answer: B is correct. The appeal is sympathetic 
in the sentence “Now I know it’s not always easy to do 
well in school,” and the appeal motivates students in 
the sentence: “Where you are right now doesn’t have to 
determine where you’ll end up.”

Interactive
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shows 
thinking

not all high school students have equal access to college preparation from 

the ratio of students to one counselor should be equalized for all high schools 

counselors are assigned too many tasks that prevent them from doing the job 

Uses 
Diagnostic 
passages 
as anchor 
texts
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know it’s not always easy to do well in school. I know a lot of you have challenges in 
your lives right now that can make it hard to focus on your schoolwork. . . . Where 
you are right now doesn’t have to determine where you’ll end up. No one’s written 
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The Teacher’s Edition contains answers, 
sample responses, and full answer 
choice rationales for every lesson.
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4 The present-day setting supports the theme of the story by — (E1.6D)

A suggesting that the narrator does not remember events clearly

B contrasting an example of childhood mischief against adult regret

C connecting the narrator’s current situation to events in his past

D emphasizing the importance of modern technology in saving animals

5 Which of these statements best summarizes the story? (E1.5D)

A A man remembers being a boy and getting a dog. His father is worried, so he and 
his father send the dog to the pound. Then they take the dog home again, but it runs 
away. The dog never returns. The man thinks about the dog and walks around where 
the dog walked around.

B A boy is surprised to find a yellow Labrador in his yard. He slowly befriends the dog, 
but his father won’t allow a pet dog. When the father finds out about the dog, he 
turns it over to the dogcatcher. The boy pleads with the dogcatcher, but the dog is 
taken anyway. However, by the day the dog is set to be put down, no other owner has 
claimed the dog, so the father relents.

C A man who works at a real-estate agency used to have a dog. He recalls how he met 
the dog, how he came to name it Rover, and what his father did upon finding out about 
Rover. The man remembers being powerfully afraid that no one would adopt Rover and 
that he would be put down, but instead, the family adopts Rover. However, Rover runs 
away, and they never see the dog again.

D A man remembers when he befriended a stray dog when he was a young boy. He 
named the dog Rover. However, his father insisted they turn in the dog, because it 
might have belonged to someone else. The dogcatcher said that if no owner were 
found within five days, the dog would be put down. When no one claimed the dog, the 
father agreed to rescue the dog. Once the dog got to the boy’s house, it ran into the 
woods, never to return. The man reflects on his lost dog and the lesson he learned 
from the experience.

Test-Taking Strategy
Summary answers never contain 
false information about the story. 
Focus your attention on finding 
the summary that contains all 
the major plot events in the 
correct order.

C

D
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Grades 3–English II RLA WorkbooksSirius Education Solutions

Sirius reading selections include all tested genres, including argumentative. Short and 
extended constructed response practice is integrated into reading passages, just like 
STAAR. Genre labels and cross-curricular references are included for teachers.

Authentic STAAR 2.0 Reading Practice
All STAAR practice selections match the STAAR redesign in content, format, and rigor. 
This includes new question types, cross-curricular passages, and evidence-based writing.

Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice—READING

1 Authentic STAAR Questions
STAAR Practice questions closely match the 
STAAR redesign with 25% new question 
types, adapted for print. 

All test items reflect the language and 
thinking tested in STAAR. Practice 
passages include items for multiple TEKS 
in an unpredictable sequence, just like the 
STAAR test.

2 Answer Choice Rationales
Full answer choice explanations or sample 
answers are provided for all STAAR practice 
questions.

Explanations help teachers and tutors 
identify student mistakes and facilitate 
remediation. The goal is to help students 
focus on understanding why one answer is 
best instead of getting the correct answer.

Test tips

found within five days, the dog would be put down. When no one claimed the dog, the 

Red boxes show 
correct answers. Up-to-date with the

STAAR Redesign

Move More Students to Meets Grade Level!
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Revising and Editing STAAR 2.0 Practice
Full answer choice rationales or sample responses are provided for all STAAR practice 
items—both multiple choice and new question types. These explanations help teachers 
and tutors identify student mistakes and support them with meaningful feedback.

234 English I EOC: Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice ■ WRITING

1 What is the most effective way to combine sentences 1 and 2? (E1.9C) 

A Look through an image gallery of deep-sea creatures, you might think you are looking 
at stills from a science fiction film.

B When you look through an image gallery of deep-sea creatures, you might think you 
are looking at stills from a science fiction film.

C Looking through an image gallery, you might think deep-sea creatures are looking at 
stills from a science fiction film.

D An image gallery of deep-sea creatures, when looked through by you, might make you 
think you are looking at stills from a science fiction film.

2 Sentence 8 needs to be revised. In the box provided, rewrite sentence 8 in a clear and 
effective way. (E1.9C)

3 Marcus wants to use a better transition in sentence 12. Which of the following could best 
replace However and improve the sentence? (E1.9Bi)

A Therefore 

B On the other hand 

C For example

D Finally

Test-Taking Strategy
Any answer choice that introduces 
a writing error, such as a comma 
separating two complete 
sentences, should be discarded.

B

A
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ECR STAAR 2.0 Practice Prompts
Seven informational essay prompts provide scaffolded writing practice. 

329 ECR ■ Prompt 1 ■ adapted from The Open Boat

Prompt

Read the excerpt from “The Open Boat” on page 82. Based on the information from 
the excerpt, write a response to the following:

Explain how story elements contribute to the development of the theme in this excerpt.

Write a well-organized informational essay that uses specific evidence from the excerpt to 
support your answer.

Remember to —
• clearly state your thesis
• organize your writing
• develop your ideas in detail
• use evidence from the selection in your response
• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar

Manage your time carefully so that you can —
• review the selection
• plan your response
• write your response
• revise and edit your response

Brainstorming 
In the box below, draft a controlling idea for your essay, as well as ideas you have or 
evidence from the selection you want to use.

ECR PRACTICE
WRITING

1 E1.5B

E1.10B

  330 English I EOC: Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice ■ WRITING

Organizing Your Ideas and Evidence 
Use this chart to organize and develop ideas and examples for your essay.

Thesis or Controlling Idea:

Topic Sentence:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Supporting Idea or Example 1

Topic Sentence:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Supporting Idea or Example 2

Topic Sentence:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Supporting Idea or Example 3

Connect Back to Thesis or Controlling Idea:

Conclusion

  
331 ECR ■ Prompt 1 ■ adapted from The Open Boat

Write your essay in the box below.

Make sure your composition has
a controlling idea an introduction and concluding thought
complete thoughts few to no writing errors
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Example of a low-scoring essay:
In “The Open Boat,” nature is scary. 
The men are trapped in a boat. Keep cool now, the captain says 

because he is probably worried. The men work on the boat, but it sinks. 
One of the men is taken by the waves. The water is cold in Florida, 

which is a suprising detail. But the correspondent was not too worried 
because he “paddled. However, this was a mistake because the sea was 
scary. 

When the men got to shore, people gave them blankets. This happens 
when people are usually hurt or harmed. At the end of disaster movies. A 
lot of the people who got hurt are given blankets. So this shows that the 
sea was scary. 

In “The Open Boat,” the theme is that the sea is scary, which is true 
because of the story. 

Example of a high-scoring essay:
“The Open Boat” is a powerful story about people versus nature. 

In “The Open Boat,” the theme of respecting the power of nature is 
developed through symbols and events in the selection. 

One symbol showing the power of nature is the waves between the 
men in the boat and the beach. In paragraph 9, a wave “caught the boat 
and whirled it almost perpendicular. Water swarmed in from all sides.” 
The images in this sentence create a sense of power and chaos. The waves 
wreck the boat, and the men then have to swim for the beach. 

Another symbol to show the power of nature is death. In paragraph 28, 
the reader learns that the oiler does not survive the swim to shore, and in 
paragraph 30, the oiler’s body is carried away to the “sinister hospitality 
of the grave.” This tragic event shows fully how strong nature can be. 

An event that shows the power of nature is the men’s swim for the 
shore. For the correspondent, the water was “icy, colder than he had 
expected to find” (paragraph 15). It was so intense that “he was conscious 
of little but the noisy, cold, tragic water” (paragraph 15). This shows that 
the water was overwhelming and hard to deal with and that it was more 

The power of nature is shown when the correspondent surrenders to 
the sea. In paragraph 25, a wave catches the correspondent and flings him 
“with ease and supreme speed completely over the boat and far beyond 
it—as an event in gymnastics, and a true miracle of the sea.” The words 
“event” and “true miracle” show that the waves were not just normal 
waves but were incredibly powerful. 

Make sure your composition has
a controlling idea

Make sure your composition has
a controlling idea

Make sure your composition has

complete thoughts
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The men are trapped in a boat. Keep cool now, the captain says 
because he is probably worried. The men work on the boat, but it sinks. 

One of the men is taken by the waves. The water is cold in Florida, 
which is a suprising detail. But the correspondent was not too worried 
because he “paddled. However, this was a mistake because the sea was 

When the men got to shore, people gave them blankets. This happens 
when people are usually hurt or harmed. At the end of disaster movies. A 
lot of the people who got hurt are given blankets. So this shows that the 

In “The Open Boat,” the theme is that the sea is scary, which is true 

Example of a high-scoring essay:
“The Open Boat” is a powerful story about people versus nature. 

In “The Open Boat,” the theme of respecting the power of nature is 
developed through symbols and events in the selection. 

One symbol showing the power of nature is the waves between the 
men in the boat and the beach. In paragraph 9, a wave “caught the boat 
and whirled it almost perpendicular. Water swarmed in from all sides.” 
The images in this sentence create a sense of power and chaos. The waves 
wreck the boat, and the men then have to swim for the beach. 

Another symbol to show the power of nature is death. In paragraph 28, 
the reader learns that the oiler does not survive the swim to shore, and in 
paragraph 30, the oiler’s body is carried away to the “sinister hospitality 
of the grave.” This tragic event shows fully how strong nature can be. 

An event that shows the power of nature is the men’s swim for the 
shore. For the correspondent, the water was “icy, colder than he had 
expected to find” (paragraph 15). It was so intense that “he was conscious 
of little but the noisy, cold, tragic water” (paragraph 15). This shows that 
the water was overwhelming and hard to deal with and that it was more 
intense than the correspondent thought. 

The power of nature is shown when the correspondent surrenders to 
the sea. In paragraph 25, a wave catches the correspondent and flings him 
“with ease and supreme speed completely over the boat and far beyond 
it—as an event in gymnastics, and a true miracle of the sea.” The words 
“event” and “true miracle” show that the waves were not just normal 
waves but were incredibly powerful. 

Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice—WRITING

Two sample 
responses
are provided 
to help 
teachers 
provide 
student 
feedback.

ECR ■ Prompt 1 ■ adapted from The Open BoatBrainstorming
helps students 
generate ideas.

English I EOC: Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice ■ WRITING

Conclusion

A graphic organizer
helps students plan 
their essay.

331 ECR ■ Prompt 1 ■ adapted from The Open Boat

Make sure your composition has
an introduction and concluding thought

Make sure your composition has
an introduction and concluding thought

Make sure your composition has

few to no writing errors A checklist ensures 
students include all 
necessary parts for 
their essay.

On the other hand Red boxes show 
correct answers.

New question 
types

Rationales for 
EACH answer 
choice help 
teachers or 
tutors give 
students 
actionable 
feedback.

Up-to-date 
with the STAAR 

Redesign
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Sirius interactive RLA workbooks include TEKS instruction and STAAR practice in all six 
tested Reading genres and all Writing sections: revision, editing, and essay. When preparation 
time is limited, use the 3-step approach to prioritize and individualize remediation.

STEP 1 Identify Your Needs — Reading and Writing Diagnostics
Use the Diagnostics to identify what students know and what should be prioritized for review.

4 English I EOC: Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice ■ READING

Fiction (Paired)

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

The Election Misdirection
1  “Okay,” Jacob said, pointing the camera at me. “Go!”

2  “This is Principal Harris,” I said, puffing up my chest and frown-talking the way 
my dad loved to do. “I fully endorse Emily Green for ninth-grade class president. Her 
competition, Lucas Coleson, is a rotten apple who cares only about fun and school 
parties. But Emily is every teacher’s best friend and will work hard for teachers. And 
students, I guess. Good night, and vote for Emily!”

3  “No way anyone will believe Sean is his dad,” Lucas said, watching the video 
playback.

4  “I don’t know,” Jacob said. “It’s pretty good. And besides, it doesn’t have to fool 
anyone to get our point across. As long as we tell everyone that Emily will vote to 
replace pizza with salad and make math class twice as long, nobody will vote for her.”

5  “She seems okay,” I said. “I don’t think she’d be able to change math class 
anyway. I don’t even think my dad could, and that is seriously one of his life goals.”

6  “That’s perfect for our next deepfake,” Jacob said. “Sorry, parody video,” he added 
when he saw me wince. “Vote Emily and get twice the math homework.”

7  Lucas shrugged. “Okay, you two can do whatever. These videos are kind of 
funny but also kind of dumb. I’m going home. You’re not going to post these videos, 
are you?”

8  “Maybe just to friends,” Jacob said, shrugging. “Besides, it’s not like anyone takes 
this stuff seriously.”

9  Jacob continued editing the video and tweaking filters for a few minutes after 
Lucas left. “And . . . done. Sent it to a few of our friends,” he said. Sure enough, my 
phone buzzed.

10  “Everyone will think this is stupid,” I said, suddenly anxious.

11  It had seemed a lot funnier last weekend, after Dad yelled at me in front of Lucas 
and Jacob about cleaning the garage. I had to make fun of him—once he went back 
inside, of course.

12  “You’re pretty good, Sean,” Jacob had said. “Wait, hold on a minute, I want to try 
something.” He had fished his phone from his pocket and pointed it at me. “I got a new 
app called OldHead,” he had said. “It makes you look way old. Do that impression of 
your dad again.”

13  I had wagged my finger at him, lecturing. “This garage won’t clean itself, young 
man. Hard work builds character. Someday you’ll thank me.”

GO ON

DIAGNOSTIC
READING E1.6AE1.2B

E1.6CE1.5D

E1.6BE1.4F

E1.8E

E1.8F
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1 In paragraph 16, the word literally means — (E1.2B)

A nearly

B actually

C carefully

D painfully

2 Read these sentences from paragraph 15. (E1.8E)

“Hahahaha! That’s seriously funny! Oh, we can have some 
fun with this,” Jacob had said, grinning.

The author uses an oxymoron to —

A highlight that deepfake videos have both solemn and amusing applications

B show that Jacob is planning to use the video to harm Emily’s reputation

C describe the discomfort Jacob feels about making the narrator look old

D emphasize that Jacob finds the video to be more humorous than the narrator does

3 What does Emily’s dialogue in paragraph 19 suggest about the deepfake video? (E1.6B)

Select TWO correct answers.

A It will ruin her chances of being elected.

B  It is convincing enough to fool her and others.

C It is obviously a joke, and she is pretending to be upset.

D  It is upsetting and confusing to her.

E It has gone viral through the school.

GO ON

  2 READING—Student Progress Monitoring Chart

Name Class Date 

READING—Student Progress Monitoring Chart
Use the Diagnostic Tests to identify skill lessons you need to review. Monitor your progress 
using the steps and chart below. Because some skill lessons cover a broad standard or are 
assessed in multiple ways, those lessons are referred to more than once in the chart. 

1 Diagnostic Shade the bubble for each question that you answered correctly. Find the total correct.
2 Instruction For each question you missed, study the skill lesson and check it off.
3 Post Test Shade the bubble for each question that you answered correctly. Find the total correct.

FICTION
1 Diagnostic 2 Instruction 3 Post Test

1 Answering Vocabulary Questions (p. 77) E1.2B 1

2 Analyzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (p. 48) E1.8E 2

3 Analyzing Characters (p. 33) E1.6B 3

4 Analyzing Plot (p. 36) E1.6C 4

5 Determining Theme (p. 39) E1.6A 5

6 Analyzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (p. 48) E1.8F 6

7 Summarizing and Paraphrasing (p. 71) E1.5D 7

8 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 8

Total / 8 Total / 8

INFORMATIONAL
1 Diagnostic 2 Instruction 3 Post Test

9 Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evidence (p. 52) E1.7Di 9

10 Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evidence (p. 52) E1.7Di 10

11 Analyzing Text Structures (p. 62) E1.7Dii 11

12 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 12

13 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 13

14 Summarizing and Paraphrasing (p. 71) E1.5D 14

15 Analyzing the Author’s Purpose (p. 65) E1.8A 15

16 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 16

Total / 8 Total / 8

PAIRED
1 Diagnostic 2 Instruction 3 Post Test

17 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 17

18 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 18

19 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 19

20 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 20

21 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 21

22 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 22

Total / 6 Total / 6

Completed ✓

Completed ✓

Completed ✓

STEP 2 Focus Remediation — TEKS Instruction & STAAR Practice
Use the Diagnostic results to focus TEKS instruction and STAAR practice.

33 LITERARY SKILLS ■ Lesson 1 ■ Analyzing Characters

Analyzing Characters
The STAAR test will ask you to analyze characters in the fiction selections you read.

Characters are defined by their dialogue, actions, motivations, and decisions. 
Analyzing a character also means reading how they react to other characters and 
how other characters react to them.

In this lesson you will learn how to use a STAAR question to analyze a character, and 
how to correctly answer STAAR questions about character.

CHECK-IN

In 2 to 3 sentences, describe what makes a character someone readers will remember 
long after putting down a book. How do some characters stand out more than others? 
What does the author do to develop them?

Guided Practice
The following question is from the Fiction Diagnostic Test selection, “The Election 
Misdirection.” 

First, read the STAAR question. Then underline the sentence that explains how to 
best answer the question.

What does Emily’s dialogue in paragraph 19 suggest about the deepfake video? 

a. To answer this STAAR question, you should analyze Emily’s dialogue.

b. To answer this STAAR question, you should analyze what people say about 
Emily.

E1.6B
SKILL

READING

1

  95 

Fiction

LITERARY TEXTS ■ STAAR Practice 3 ■ Fiction

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

from Summer of the Mariposas
by Guadalupe García McCall

From SUMMER OF THE MARIPOSAS by Guadalupe Garcia McCall.  Text Copyright ©2012. Permission arranged with TU BOOKS, an imprint of 
LEE & LOW BOOKS, Inc., New York, NY 10016. All rights not specifically granted herein are reserved.

1  A year after our father left, never to be heard from again, the long, miserable 
drought ended in Texas. The heavy summer rains had enchanted everyone. The 
days that followed had brought forth a spectacular surprise. To our delight, an 
unusually large brood of American Snout butterflies swarmed Eagle Pass by the 
billions. 

2  Indiscriminate in taste, the mariposas1 flittered over cultivated gardens as 
happily as they danced over thorn-ridden lots and neglected fields. To them, nothing 
was safe, nothing was sacred. 

3  Because they were everywhere, clinging to freshly scrubbed laundry on 
clothes lines, or stuck to the bottom of well-heeled shoes, the butterflies were on 
everyone’s most wanted list. Mamá hated sweeping their brown, dusty corpses out 
of her kitchen and off her porch, but she especially hated how they followed her 
everywhere like a dark cloud. That summer, Mamá stopped being a housewife. After 
admitting to herself that Papá wasn’t going to send any more money, she’d done the 
responsible thing and found her very first job. 

4  As for us, we tried staying indoors and playing Lotería2 like Mamá instructed. 
It was difficult, however. To play Lotería we needed a caller, un cantor, and Papá 

1 Mariposas is the Spanish word for “butterflies.”
2 Lotería is a game of chance, similar to bingo, that uses picture cards.

PRACTICE
READING

3
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5 Read these paragraphs from the story, “Summer of the Mariposas.” (E1.8F)

Excerpt A Excerpt B

My parents were like any other 
parents. They bickered and made up 
all the time. But that day, the riddle 
upset Mamá so much that the fight 
it caused soured the game for Papá. 
From then on, we played Lotería 
with less and less frequency. So it 
was no surprise that after he left, 
we lost interest in playing the game 
altogether. (paragraph 6)

The days that followed had brought 
forth a spectacular surprise. To our 
delight, an unusually large brood of 
American Snout butterflies swarmed 
Eagle Pass by the billions.

Indiscriminate in taste, the 
mariposas flittered over cultivated 
gardens as happily as they danced 
over thorn-ridden lots and neglected 
fields. (paragraphs 1–2)

Which of these best describes the difference in tone between the two quotations?

A The tone of Excerpt A is cynical, while the tone of Excerpt B is hopeful.

B The tone of Excerpt A is disappointed, while the tone of Excerpt B is excited.

C The tone of Excerpt A is angry, while the tone of Excerpt B is happy.

D The tone of Excerpt A is unfeeling, while the tone of Excerpt B is lively.

6 How are paragraphs 4 through 6 important to the plot? (E1.6C)

A They initiate the main conflict. 

B They foreshadow the resolution. 

C They introduce the main character. 

D They provide a flashback to previous events.

7 Read this quotation from paragraph 3.

Because they were everywhere, clinging to freshly scrubbed 
laundry on clothes lines, or stuck to the bottom of well-heeled 
shoes, the butterflies were on everyone’s most wanted list.

How is irony demonstrated in this quotation? (E1.8E)

A It reveals the freedom of the butterflies against the rigid lives of the people. 

B It suggests that butterflies are most-wanted for their positive and negative behaviors. 

C It celebrates the ability of butterflies to adhere to any kind of surface instead of flying.

D It points out the differences between the well-heeled rich and the poor who do their 
own laundry.

Understand the Question
The question is asking you to think about 
the story in terms of how it is structured. 
You will need to think about story elements 
and not just the details from the selection.

STEP 3 Monitor Your Progress — Post Tests
Use each Post Test to monitor progress and to identify 
lessons to review. The Post Test questions match the 
same TEKS as the Diagnostics, so together they can show 
progress or the need for additional review.

2 READING—Student Progress Monitoring Chart

Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evidence (p. 52)

10 Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evidence (p. 52) E1.7Di 10

PAIRED

Total

10 Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evidence (p. 52) E1.7Di 1010

PAIRED

Total / 6

2 READING—Student Progress Monitoring Chart

Name Class Date 

READING—Student Progress Monitoring Chart
Use the Diagnostic Tests to identify skill lessons you need to review. Monitor your progress 
using the steps and chart below. Because some skill lessons cover a broad standard or are 
assessed in multiple ways, those lessons are referred to more than once in the chart. 

1 Diagnostic Shade the bubble for each question that you answered correctly. Find the total correct.
2 Instruction For each question you missed, study the skill lesson and check it off.
3 Post Test Shade the bubble for each question that you answered correctly. Find the total correct.

FICTION
1 Diagnostic 2 Instruction 3 Post Test

1 Answering Vocabulary Questions (p. 77) E1.2B 1

2 Analyzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (p. 48) E1.8E 2

3 Analyzing Characters (p. 33) E1.6B 3

4 Analyzing Plot (p. 36) E1.6C 4

5 Determining Theme (p. 39) E1.6A 5

6 Analyzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (p. 48) E1.8F 6

7 Summarizing and Paraphrasing (p. 71) E1.5D 7

8 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 8

Total / 8 Total / 8

INFORMATIONAL
1 Diagnostic 2 Instruction 3 Post Test

9 Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evidence (p. 52) E1.7Di 9

10 Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evidence (p. 52) E1.7Di 10

11 Analyzing Text Structures (p. 62) E1.7Dii 11

12 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 12

13 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 13

14 Summarizing and Paraphrasing (p. 71) E1.5D 14

15 Analyzing the Author’s Purpose (p. 65) E1.8A 15

16 Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 16

Total / 8 Total / 8

PAIRED
1 Diagnostic 2 Instruction 3 Post Test

17 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 17

18 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 18

19 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 19

20 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 20

21 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 21

22 Connecting Ideas Across Texts (p. 74) E1.4E 22

Total / 6 Total / 6

Completed ✓

Completed ✓

Completed ✓

5

✓
✓
✓

✓

✓
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Fiction (Paired)

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

from The Call of the Wild
by Jack London

1  Buck did not read the newspapers, or he would have known that trouble was 
brewing, not alone for himself, but for every tide-water dog, strong of muscle and 
with warm, long hair, from Puget Sound to San Diego. Because men, groping in the 
Arctic darkness, had found a yellow metal, and because steamship and transportation 
companies were booming the find, thousands of men were rushing into the Northland. 
These men wanted dogs, and the dogs they wanted were heavy dogs, with strong 
muscles by which to toil, and furry coats to protect them from the frost.

2  Buck lived at a big house in the sun-kissed Santa Clara Valley. Judge Miller’s place, 
it was called. It stood back from the road, half hidden among the trees, through which 
glimpses could be caught of the wide cool veranda that ran around its four sides. Here 
he was born, and here he had lived the four years of his life. His father, Elmo, a huge 
St. Bernard, had been the judge’s inseparable companion, and Buck bid fair to follow 
in the way of his father. He was not so large—he weighed only one hundred and forty 
pounds—for his mother, Shep, had been a Scotch shepherd dog. Nevertheless, one 
hundred and forty pounds, to which was added the dignity that comes of good living 
and universal respect, enabled him to carry himself in right royal fashion.

3  And this was the manner of dog Buck was in the fall of 1897, when the Klondike 
strike dragged men from all the world into the frozen North. But Buck did not read the 
newspapers, and he did not know that Manuel, one of the gardener’s helpers, was an 
undesirable acquaintance. No one saw him and Buck go off through the orchard on 
what Buck imagined was merely a stroll. And with the exception of a solitary man, no 
one saw them arrive at the little flag station known as College Park. This man talked 
with Manuel, and money chinked between them.

GO ON

POST TEST
READING E1.6AE1.2B
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3-Step Approach to Prioritize Interventions

Each item 
correlates to 
a TEKS and 
Skill lesson.

10 total 
Diagnostic 
Tests

From SUMMER OF THE MARIPOSAS by Guadalupe Garcia McCall.  Text Copyright ©2012. Permission arranged with TU BOOKS, an imprint of 

A year after our father left, never to be heard from again, the long, miserable 
drought ended in Texas. The heavy summer rains had enchanted everyone. The 

unusually large brood of American Snout butterflies swarmed Eagle Pass by the 

 flittered over cultivated gardens as 

Which of these best describes the difference in tone between the two quotations?

A The tone of Excerpt A is cynical, while the tone of Excerpt B is hopeful.

B The tone of Excerpt A is disappointed, while the tone of Excerpt B is excited.

C The tone of Excerpt A is angry, while the tone of Excerpt B is happy.

D The tone of Excerpt A is unfeeling, while the tone of Excerpt B is lively.

6 How are paragraphs 4 through 6 important to the plot?

A They initiate the main conflict. 

B They foreshadow the resolution. 

C They introduce the main character. 

D They provide a flashback to previous events.

7 Read this quotation from paragraph 3.

Authentic 
practice 
matches 
STAAR 
redesign

30+ Skill 
Lessons

3 Post Test

E1.2B 1

E1.8E 2

Completed ✓

✓✓
✓✓

Focus
on skills 
you most 
need.

Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information (p. 68) E1.4F 8

Total / 8
/ 6

Monitor your progress.
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