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| TEKS Instruction—READI

Sirius Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice RLA print workbooks are a stand-alone resource
that also complement the digital Sirius Online eCourses. Sirius workbooks help students
succeed with scaffolded TEKS skill instruction and authentic STAAR 2.0 practice.

Interactive TEKS Instruction
@ Introducing the Skill

Lesson introductions review key concepts and
academic terms and prompt students to activate
prior knowledge and connect the skill's concepts to
previous experiences.

©® Check-In

Check-in activities are short-answer writing
prompts that activate prior knowledge, help
students connect to the lesson, and apply the skill

. . . - Read paragraph 5 from “Counselors Help Build the Bridge to College.” Then
Concepts to the|r l|Fe eXperlences. Teachers get 9_ underline the sentence that correctly explains the paragraph. . |

feedback on student readiness and thinking.

Build Skills (in Writing)

Build Skills activities allow students to
demonstrate the fundamental TEKS-based
concepts of the skill.

© Guided Practice

Students practice answering STAAR-format
questions. Guided Practice questions come from
the Diagnostic Test and feature scaffolding and
support, including analysis activities for answering
the questions and justifying their answer choice.

O Independent Practice

Students apply what they learned to answer
an authentic STAAR test item with minimal
scaffolding.

© Think About Your Thinking

Students explain the strategies and thinking
they used to answer the Independent Practice
questions, and identify evidence from the
selection that supports their answer.

@ Check-Out

Students respond to a short-answer writing prompt
that helps them reflect on the skill and synthesize
their understanding.

8} Analyzing
SKILL Argumentative Claims,

Appeals, and Conclusions

In an argumentative text, authors state their position or opinion about a topic. This

is the claim. A successful argumentative text uses a combination of three types of

rhetorical appeals to support the claim. The types of appeals are logos, ethos, and -
pathos. Logos relies on logic or reason, ethos relies on ethics, and pathos relies on Interact’ve
emotion. The conclusion of an argument is also important. The conclusion restates . .
the claim, reviews the main points of the text, and includes a call to action. A call to InSlTUCl'IOH
action states what the author wants readers to do after reading the text.

A

In 2 to 3 sentences, tell about a time you persuaded a family member to do sof
What argum ent did you use to support your claim? SfUdenf
' writing
shows

thinking

a. Paragraph 5 is appealing to reason by using facts and statistics. It is mostly
about the reasons guidance counselors are too busy to help students.

b. Paragraph 5 is appealing to emotion by using personal stories. It is mostly
about the roles that students must perform without guidance counselors.

Choose the best answer to the question. Use the selection to help you.

1 Paragraph 5 provides support for the author’s claim that —
@ not having the support of a high school counselor can lower the wage-earning
power of high school graduates who do not attend college
. not all high school students have equal access to college preparation from Uses
school counselors . .
© the ratio of students to one counselor should be equalized for all high schoals DIagnOSth
across the nation passages
@ counselors are assigned too many tasks that prevent them from doing thsﬁ'
of counselor correctly aS anChOl‘
Use reasons and evidence from the selection to support your answer to the teXtS
previous question.
T = Independent Practice
/\/\ Read the excerpt adapted from President Obama'’s 2009 address to the students of
America and then answer the question.
We need every single one of you to develop your talents, skills, and i AUthentlc
you can help solve our most difficult problems. If you don’t do that—if you STA A R

school—you’re not just quitting on yourself, you're quitting on your countr;
know it’s not always easy to do well in school. I know a lot of you have chg pl’aCtlce
your lives right now that can make it hard to focus on your schoolwork. . .

you are right now doesn’t have to determine where you'll end up. No one’s WFtEen
your destiny for you. Here in America, you write your own destiny. You make your own

future.
WCITECLONNCITSCTITOTM  Explain your reason for your answer choice to
o question 2. Use evidence from the selection to support your answer.

Write a conclusion for President Obama’s address to students. Remember to restate the
claim, review important points, and include a call to action.

The Teacher’s Edition contains answers,
sample responses, and full answer
choice rationales for every lesson.
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TEKS with STAAR Practi

Sirius reading selections include all tested genres, including argumentative. Short and
extended constructed response practice is integrated into reading passages, just like
STAAR. Genre labels and cross-curricular references are included for teachers.

Authentic STAAR 2.0 Reading Practice

All STAAR practice selections match the STAAR redesign in content, format, and rigor.
This includes new question types, cross-curricular passages, and evidence-based writing.

@ Authentic STAAR Questions @ Answer Choice Rationales

STAAR Practice questions closely match the Full answer choice explanations or sample
STAAR redesign with 25% new question answers are provided for all STAAR practice
types, adapted for print. questions.

All test items reflect the language and Explanations help teachers and tutors
thinking tested in STAAR. Practice identify student mistakes and facilitate
passages include items for multiple TEKS remediation. The goal is to help students

in an unpredictable sequence, just like the focus on understanding why one answer is

STAAR test. best instead of getting the correct answer.

| | ]
Answer Choice Rationales
4 Alihere iSao indiation e st

4 The present-day setting supports the theme of the story by — (E1.6D)

@ suggesting that the narrator does not remember events clearly

contrasting an example of childhood mischief against adult regret

| . connecting the narrator’s current situation to events in his past

@ emphasizing the importance of modern technology in saving animals

5 Which of these statements best summarizes the story? (E1.5D)

@ A man remembers being a boy and getting a dog. His father is worried, so he and 5 A it U mTar s Vanm e
his father send the dog to the pound. Then they take the dog home again, but it runs
away. The dog never returns. The man thinks about the dog and walks around where
the dog walked around.

A boy is surprised to find a yellow Labrador in his yard. He slowly befriends the dog,
but his father won't allow a pet dog. When the father finds out about the dog, he
turns it over to the dogcatcher. The boy pleads with the dogcatcher, but the dog is
taken anyway. However, by the day the dog is set to be put down, no other owner has
claimed the dog, so the father relents.

© A man who works at a real-estate agency used to have a dog. He recalls how he met
the dog, how he came to name it Rover, and what his father did upon finding out about
Rover. The man remembers being powerfully afraid that no one would adopt Rover and
that he would be put down, but instead, the family adopts Rover. However, Rover runs
away, and they never see the dog again.

. A man remembers when he befriended a stray dog when he was a young boy. He
named the dog Rover. However, his father insisted they turn in the dog, because it
might have belonged to someone else. The dogcatcher said that if no owner were Y
found within five days, the dog would be put down. When no one claimed the dog, the

father agreed to rescue the dog. Once the dog got to the boy’s house, it ran into the Red boxes ShOW

woods, never to return. The man reflects on his lost dog and the lesson he learned

from the experience. Correct answers. Up-to-date with the

Test-Taking Strategy STAAR Red esig n
Test tips i

Summary answers never contain
false i about the story.
Focus your attention on finding
the summary that contains all
the major plot events in the
correct order.

N~ ~—— VNN

Move More Students to Meets Grade Level!
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| TEKS with STAAR Pract

Revising and Editing STAAR 2.0 Practice

Full answer choice rationales or sample responses are provided for all STAAR practice
items—both multiple choice and new question types. These explanations help teachers
and tutors identify student mistakes and support them with meaningful feedback.

Answer Choice Rationales

1 What is the most effective way to combine sentences 1 and 22 (€1.90) 1A s
i
(@ Look through an image gallery of deep-sea creatures, you might think you are looking » ce el R
at stills from a science fiction film.
@® When you look through an image gallery of deep-sea creatures, you might think you B J
are looking at stills from a science fiction film. Ra tiona/es fOf
© Looking through an image gallery, you might think deep-sea creatures are looking at <
stills from a science fiction film. C o EACH answer
® An image gallery of deep-sea creatures, when looked through by you, might make you .
think you are looking at stills from a science fiction film. D Cholce he/p
Test-Taking Strategy
Any answer choice that introduces
teachers or
separating two complete g
sentences, should be discarded. tutors g/Ve
2 Sentence 8 needs to be revised. In the box provided, rewrite sentence 8 in a clear and 2 et o s I S AE e o)y L& students
effective way. (€1.9C) B
actionable
.
feedback.
L -

LA g 5 New question
\‘ types
Up-to-date

ith the STAAR
3 Marcus wants to use a better transition in sentence 12. Which of the following could best 3 A Tt *

b BT & e 1 T H
AR PR : Redesign
@ Therefore 1 e ST N3P Ly =

e e ene Red boxes show ]
© Fraty correct answers.
C

234  English | EOC: Essential TEKS with STAAR Practice * WRITING

ECR STAAR 2.0 Practice Prompts

Seven informational essay prompts provide scaffolded writing practice.

— = orgniing o et e e |
i pr—— Two sample
ISRl responses
o] el b e m i are provided
. ] (105 S e 10 help
[ teachers
N pa s .
Supporting Idea or Example 1 ol pro Vlde
£ student
s s s H feedback.
— o)
Evidence: | "wl
%_
[ wa}
/ | ] -

/L | A checklist ensures
Brainstorming ——= L~ A graphic organizer students include all
helps students helps students plan necessary parts for
generate ideas. their essay. their essay.

Sirius Education Solutions Grades 3-English Il RLA Workbooks



pproach to Prioritize Int

Sirius interactive RLA workbooks include TEKS instruction and STAAR practice in all six
tested Reading genres and all Writing sections: revision, editing, and essay. When preparation
time is limited, use the 3-step approach to prioritize and individualize remediation.

STEP 1 Identify Your Needs—Reading and Writing Diagnostics

Use the Diagnostics to identify what students know and what should be prioritized for review.

e . [ ] = Name ‘ : N
IDIAGNOSTIC| % Fiction (Paired) L) READING—Student Progress Monitoring Chart

Use the Diagnostic Tests to identify skl lessons you need to review. Monitor your progress
using the steps and chart below. Because some skill lessons cover a broad standard or are
assessed in multiple ways, those lessons are referred to more than once in the chart.

(D Diagnostic Shade the bubble for each question that you answered correctly, Find the total correct.

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

10 total

The Election Misdirection @ nstruction For each question you missed, study the skil lesson and check it off.
D - - 1 *Okay,” Jacob said, pointing the camera at me. "Go!”
lagnostic 2 T el o s, pulfing upmy chst s frown-alking the way FicTion
my dad loved to do. "I fully endorse Emily Green for ninth-grade class president, Her ® Diagnostic @ instruction Completed /(3 Post Test
competition, Lucas Coleson, is 3 rotten apple who cares only about fun and school
Tests artis. But Emil s every teacher' bestfrend and wil work har for teachers. And B O [amswerng vocsbulry Questons 0. 7 EE] o
students, I guess. Good night, and vote for Emily!” B O |Analyzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (p. 48)  E18F [ | B O
(o] \nalyzing Characters C
3 “No way anyone will believe Sean is his dad,” Lucas said, watching the video O | Analyzing Characters {p. 33) ges B O
playback. O [ Analyzing Pot (o 36) sec 0| @ O
1 gt ko, 0 S, IS pretty sood. And basies, t dogsn't hove o fogl O [petermining Theme (.39 Bea 0O o Focus
4 — O | Anayzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (0.48) _E18F [ [e)
O [ summarizing and Paraphrasing (p. 71) Bs0 O [<) on Skl/ls
O | Waking inferences and Synthesizing Information (p.68) __E14F ] o
9 ynihesizing 3

o

(© desaro th dscomort ecb et sbout maan the naatr ook INFORMATIONAL you most
(© emphasize that Jacob finds the video to be more humorous than the narrator does (1) Diagnostic (@ Instruction Completed v/ (3) Post Test

BRI T ol need.

FICTION
(D Diagnostic @ Instruction Cormple / (3 Post Test
£1.28

Answering Vocabulary Questions (p. 77) o o |
W

O [ Analyzing the Thesis and Supporting Evider
i = _

E] What does Emily’s dislogue In paragraph 19 suggest about the deepfake video?  (£1.68

Select TWO correct answers,

Each item (© il i e chnces o g e

Analyzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (p. 48) E1.8E

Analyzing Characters (p. 33 E1.6B

It s convincing enough to fool her and others. yzng -33)
correlates to (© e sy a ok, sneis rtening 0 b s " Analyzing Plot p. 36 B16C
©® Itis upsetting and confusing to her. Determining Theme (p. 39) E1.6A

aTEKS and % g.ummmnoees
Skill lesson. |

Analyzing Literary Devices, Mood, Voice, and Tone (p. 48)  E1.8F

Summarizing and Paraphrasing (p. 71) E1.5D

=~ -l 1> Nl H -
ceoeOeee

2ila|ol=lol"
gupoooom
ololololojolo

Making Inferences and Synthesizing Information {p. 68) E14F

|
jsoon 2 L Total 53
R ) | Monitor your progress.

STEP 2 Focus Remediation—TEKS Instruction & STAAR Practice

Use the Diagnostic results to Focus TEKS instruction and STAAR practice.

)’ . . . 5 Read these paragraphs from the story, "Summer of the Mariposas.” (E1.8F)
Fmsmu 1 Analyzing Characters e PRACTICE 3, Fiction o o
The STAAR tst il ask you o analyze characters i th fcion sefectonsyou read T APV
Charscers i dilogue, acions, motvations, and ds tead the selection and choose the best answer to each auestion. oreots T mckerad s e up | forth speciseuay surpre. To s

Analyzing  character also means reading how they react to other characters and

ail the time. But that day, the riddle | delight, an unusually large brood of
Jow other characters react to them, 5

upset Mamd so much that the fight | American Snout butterflies swarmed.

In this lesson you wil learn how to use a STAAR question to analyze a character, and from Summer of the Mariposas It caused soured the game for Pap3. | Eagle Pass by the billons,
how to correctly answer STAAR questions about character. From then on, we played Loteria Indiscriminate in taste, the
by Guadalupe Garcia McCall Wit less and ess requency. So.t | maripasas itered over cuttivated
as no surprse that ater h let, | gardens a5 happily as they danced
e lost nterest in playing the game | over thorn-rdden fots and neglected
altogether. (paragraph 6) felds. (paragraphs 1-2)

In 2 to 3 sentences, describe what makes a character someone readers willremember

Which of these best describes the difference In tone between the two quotations?

tne of Excerpt A is cynical, while the tone of Excerpt B is hopeful

long after putting down a book. How do some charactersstand out mre than others? i d
M .
a _'.lI A uth @NITIC oo oo as asomonecs e e one o xcere 15 s

30+ Skill o e
LESSOHS | ﬂ practice tane of Excerpt A is unfeeling, while the tone of Excerpt B s lively.

ﬁ matc h es paragraphs 4 through 6 important to the plot?
. - r ]  ntite the main conict
Guided Practice
o 5‘ m A R y ioreshadow the resolution.
“The following question is from the Fiction Diagnostic Testselection, “The Election e
Misdrecton: y  insoduce the main character.
1 A year after our father eft, never to be heard from again, the long, misera! .
First, i i i drought ended in Texas. The heavy summer rains had enchanted everyone. The; d ¥ provide a flashback to previous events.
Best et the eston. oy hat followed s bought forth  spectaclar surprise. Tocur s, | [ECQESIGN
unusually arge brood of American Snout butterflies swarmed Eagle Pass by the
What does Emily’s dialogue in paragraph 19 suggest about the deepfake video? biliens. Auotation from paragraph 3.
2 Indiscriminate in taste, the mariposas” fittered over cultivated gardens as
2. To answer th . you should y . happily as they danced over thorn-ridden lots and neglected fields. To them, nothing Because they were everywhere, clinging to freshly scrubbed
b. To answer thi youshould was safe, nothing was sacred. laundry on clothes lines, or stuck to the bottom of well-heeled
Emily. 3 Because they were everywhere, clinging to freshly scrubbed laundry on shoes, the butterfies were on everyone's most wanted lst.
clothes lines, or stuck to the bottom of well-heeled shoes, the butterfles were on
everyone’s most wanted lst. Mamé hated sweeping their brown, dusty corpses out Howis rony demonstrated n this quotation? o
of her kitchen and off her porch, but she especially hated how they followed her
everywhere like 2 dark cloud. That summer, Mam stopped being a housewfe. After ® it reveals the freedom of the butterfies against the rigid ives of the people
admitting to herself that Papa wasn't going to send any more money, she'd done the.
resoratie thing and found hor very hret b It suggests that butterfies are most-wanted for their positive and negative behaviors.
4 Asforus, we tred staying Indoors and playing Loteria? ike Mam Instructed. (© It celebrates the abilty of butterfies to adhere to any kind of surface instead of fiying.
1t was difficult, hoever. To play Loteria we needed a caller, un cantor, and Papa ® It points out the differences between the well-heeled rich and the poor who do thelr
T ariposos s the Spanish vard for “butterfes. own laundry.
2 Loteri £ 3 game o chance, simir to bingo, that uses pictre cards.
LITERARY SKILLS - Lesson 1  Analyzing Characters 33 LITERARY TEXTS - STAAR Practice 3 « Fiction 95 LITERARY TEXTS - STAAR Practice 3 - Fiction 99

STEP 3 Monitor Your Progress—Post Tests
ﬁ% Fiction (Paired)

Use each Post Test to monitor progress and to identify
lessons to review. The Post Test questions match the

same TEKS as the Diagnostics, so together they can show Read theselection and choose the best answer o each question.
progress or the need for additional review.

Sirius Education Solutions Grades 3-English Il RLA Workbooks




mpanion Workbooks for

Blended Learning with Sirius Online

Sirius RLA workbooks are based on and complement our Sirius Online eCourses so
teachers can move easily between each format to meet diverse student needs.

Print and digital courses include the same: TEKS skill lessons, authentic STAAR
Practice passages and items, and Diagnostic and Post Tests.

And Sirius Online includes the same tools and features as the STAAR online platform.
Students benefit from online practice in a similar digital experience.

wo o ® O o =mEAD # P | o ¢ @
Glasasry - Dictionary Same Tools | Tranatate Speak Line Resder  Shreshoug  Mighlight s Motensd B B
and Features <[> , B 2
Read the selection and ch the Based on the correspondent’s thoughts and actions in paragraphs 21 and
22, which phrases describe him? i i @—
Hint x | = I
2
from The Open Boat Slact IW0 caract anEwars: REMEMBER The thoughts,
words, actions, and reactions of

by Stephen Crane

voyage.

A | Winning the battle with the cu

characters reveal their purpose
in the story’s message.

: |

o 4 s )

B | Determined to swim to the captai——————— 0w

After a shipwreck off the coast of Florida, four exhausted, sole survivors—an ff Id d 6 , ‘

injured captain, a cook, an oiler! named Billie, and a correspondent—try for two s carfolae ] ‘
nights and two days to make their way to shore and salvation in a small, &) Afvaid:of bsing:in pait Instruct'on

precarious boat. The following excerpt narrates the conclusion of their perilous o | 8 ‘

|

1 The voyagers scanned the shore with its distant dunes, many little black 0| Thinking about the ease of drowning
cottages, empty of people, and a tall, white windmill. "Well,” said the captain, "if

no help is coming, we might better try a run through the surf right away. If we

stay out here much longer, we will be too weak to do ng for ourselves at x w k= = | 11 \
. an! elp the others -
all.
| [ 12 |
2 The others silently agreed, and the boa nghllghts The m T Y
correspondent wondered if anyone ever asce d looked Feeback a3 _J

bd, to the correspondent, the serenity of nature
idual—nature in the wind, and nature in the vision

Progress Bar
fuel to him then, nor kind, nor treacherous, nor

wise. Bt she \ ’indiffefent. atly indifferent.

Incorrect.
Review the paragraphs to find details about the
correspondent. Then try again. v

PO P T Back o T Mot o 25

* STAAR® is a registered trademark of the Texas Education Agency, which does not endorse this program or its content.

New Sirius RLA Workbooks For all 8 STAAR Courses

Sirius RLA workbooks help your students learn exactly what they need to know and do on
STAAR 2.0. With Sirius, your students will transfer what they learn and practice!

e Streamlined TEKS instruction focuses on the most-tested TEKS in the ways the
TEKS are tested in Reading and Writing.

® Authentic STAAR 2.0 practice includes new question types (adapted for print)
with the STAAR-tested language and thinking.

O 50% writing in all grades, with Revising and Editing Authentic

STAAR 2.0

O Short & Extended Constructed Responses

practice

O Argumentative and cross-curricular passages

Match Each Student to the Modality They Need!

Sirius Education Solutions Grades 3-English Il RLA Workbooks





